Volume 2 contains papers on the gland's morphology in fish, innervation in mammals, functions in mammals and ungulates, and melatonin in man. A new journal, 'Journal of Pineal Research', is to come from the same publisher. This is the first volume of a new journal to be published four times annually. Obviously only time can determine the full impact of any journal; however, the format and content of this first issue is most encouraging. There is an obvious need for journals in the field of immunogenetics.
This number consists of six original papers together with a short communication and a book review. The standard of presentation of figures, tables and reproduction of photographs is high. It would be difficult to find a similar collection of papers elsewhere in the scientific literature. The inclusion of a paper concerned with the major histocompatability complex of sheep is a refreshing departure from mice and men. It is possible that studies of this type, in the veterinary field, could have tremendous impact, in the future, on breeding programmes in relation to disease susceptibilities.
The editor, Dr K Bauer (Faculty of Theoretical Medicine, Heidelberg), states in his opening editorial that the journal is 'designed to follow immunogenetic research as it moves out of the basic sciences, demonstrating its importance to practical concerns'. If this intention is realized then this will become a valuable addition to the scientific literature.
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